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Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church! 
 

Leading Worship this Evening 
 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 

Anthony M. Carrella, Director of Children and Family Ministry 
Members of the Children and Family Ministry 

The Children, Youth, and Families of Overbrook Presbyterian Church  
 

How to Participate in the Christmas Pageant 
 

Costumes & Props 
Clean, thoughtfully prepared costumes—and props for most characters—are 
available on the Upper Level of Penn Wynne, just steps from the Sanctuary. 
Please see a costumer before 3:55 PM to ensure you have both your costume 
and any necessary props, helping us begin promptly. After the pageant, please 
leave your costume on your pew and return all props to the designated table 
near the Sanctuary exit. 
 
Bringing the Story to Life 
As each scene begins, the Script Supervisor will invite your character forward 
to the chancel area to help bring the story to life. Our Narrators will share the 
tale as the Action Announcer guides you through movements and lines to 
repeat. If you lose your place, forget a word, or misplace a prop, fear not—grace 
abounds! We will reach the manger together. Thank you for your patience, 
generosity of spirit, and joyful presence. May you delight in this evening's 
storytelling. 
 
Departing Penn Wynne 
Once the pageant concludes, please remove your costume and depart in a timely 
manner so both faith communities gathering here this evening have ample time 
to celebrate in this shared sacred space. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation. 
 
 
  



Thank you for being with us tonight! 
We are glad you are here.  

 
GATHERING IN 

 

WELCOME   Adam Hearlson and Anthony Carrella 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Adam Hearlson & Family 
 
PRAYER 
 

Loving God, on this Christmas Eve, we give thanks for the gift of the Christ Child. 
In Jesus, you took on flesh and lived among us. Our hearts are overflowing with 
joy and excitement. We pray that all our costumes and singing and acting would 
please you and give others joy, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
CAROL  VENI EMMANUEL 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

  



THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Adapted from “A Baby Born in Bethlehem” 

by Martha Whitmore Hickman 
 

I. Mary and the Angel Gabriel 
Who? Mary, Angel Gabriel, and the Bright Lights. 

  
CAROL  GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
 

 
 
  



II. The Journey to Bethlehem 
Who? Mary, Joseph, a Donkey, and Innkeepers. 

 
CAROL  MUELLER
 Away in a Manger  

 
 

III. At the Manger 
Who? Mary, Joseph, a Donkey, the Animals, and the Holy Family. 

 
CAROL (on next page)  GLORIA 
 Angels We Have Heard on High 



 
 

  



IV. Shepherds Abiding in the Fields 
Who? Shepherds, Sheep, and Angels. 

 
CAROL  DIX 
 As with Gladness Men of Old 
 

 
 
 

  



V. The Magi and their Gifts 
Who? Magi and the Star of Bethlehem. 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING  Adam Hearlson 
 
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING   
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
CHRISTMAS BLESSING  Adam Hearlson 
 
CAROL (on next page)  ANTIOCH 
 Joy to the World 
 
POSTLUDE  
 

 
 

Special Thanks Extend To . . . 
• Penn Wynne Presbyterian Church for their generous hospitality. 

Without their care and support, this Christmas Pageant would not be 
possible. 

• Pastor Lisa Farrell of Penn Wynne for her generous contribution 
toward costumes and props. 

• Chairloom in Narberth for contributing many yards of reclaimed fabric 
textiles and offering their staff’s time and talents toward new, 
handmade costumes. Learn more by visiting www.chairloom.com 

• Teachers’ Teammates for contributing many of our props. 
Teachers’ Teammates is a nonprofit formed by educators and 
community members. Learn more by visiting 
www.teachersteammates.org 

• Our Sunday School Teachers, Assistants, and Children: Molly 
Andrews Burke, Carol Rozmiarek, Emily Stewart, Laurie Geers, 
Davorka S, and OPC Parents, who worked with the children over three 
weeks to create many of the costumes, sets, and props that bring this 
story to life tonight. 

 
 

  

http://www.chairloom.com/
http://www.teachersteammates.org/


 
 



CHRISTMAS AT OVERBROOK 
 

Worship services will take place at Penn Wynne Presbyterian Church. 
 
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols—Tonight, 6:00 P.M. This service, 
modeled on the annual King’s College “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols,” 
presents readings and music to celebrate the birth of Christ with the Overbrook 
Quartet and the Overbrook Choir. 
 
First Sunday of Christmas—Sunday, December 29, 11:00 A.M. Come and 
continue the celebration of Christmas in word and song. 
 
Epiphany—Sunday, January 5, 11:00 A.M. Epiphany marks the appearance of 
the Magi and their recognition of Jesus Christ. We will celebrate this occasion 
with a special worship service. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
  



OPC SESSION MEMBERS: 
Adam Hearlson, Moderator 

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer 
** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 
Herb Brabham** Elizabeth Cosgriff** Artia Benjamin 
Elizabeth Mendoza** Bob Harden, Jr.** Joseph Blair 
Brian Taussig-Lux Linda Huff-Paul** Keedra Carroll** 
Christoph Von Andreae Corinna Bowser Solomon Hunter** 
Mimi Winkler Cheryl Davis Nathalie May** 

 

OPC DEACONS: 
Bill Baker, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Mary Lou Ryce, Secretary 
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 
Gloria Brabham Dela Geraldo Denise Stewart 
Nancy Gilhool** Sharon Elwell Miriam Harden** 
Mike Rottinger Bill Baker** Hannah Lazo* 
Mary Lou Ryce** Bob Kaercher** Leah Mayne** 
Sabrina Johnson Philip Brown Jason Sheau** 

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151 

Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 
www.overbrookpresb.org 

 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor 
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 
Anthony M. Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry  

Sharon Parker - Parish Care Associate 
Lisa Faso - Office Manager 

Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Quartet: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Syrena Torres, alto;  

Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass 

 

 
“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively seeks to worship God, serving each 

other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.” 
 

 


