OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

News from the Cro
Advent/Christmas Edition

Overbrook Preshyterian

Church is a welcoming and Christmas at OPC may look a little different

and diverse Christian ar , and thatoés OK! We a d
community that seeks come to know and love, and creating other experiences ta b
actively to love and brand new memories. Join us! Below is a list of
serve God, each other Christmas events at OPC.
and the world. . Advent
i Mission Statement  December 6 Advent Il - The second candle in the Advent wreath, the candle of peac
will be lighted by the L@ng family. Adam Hearlson will preach. Messiah Sing at 3:00
Overbrook Church Staff | P-M-see page 2 for m@ie details on Messiah Sing.
Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlsdi December 13 Advent Il - The third candle in the Advent wreath, the candle of j@y,
Designated Pastor| wi | | be lighted by the Carroll / Goodwi f a

Churcho adqpt ed for our new conditionsh
through the sanctuary ar sprays of evergreens hung from church rafters. However, we
have learned well over'the past few months that our homes can be sacred worship spac-
Dr. Christopher Gage| € 8, and the ochurcho is more about the pe
Director of Music | Pleéase join virtual worship with your homemade chrismons (from supplies in your Ad- |
vent bag!) and prepare to reimagine the Greening of the Church as we learn more about
Anthony Carrella | Advent season symbols.
Director of Christian '
Education December 26 Advent IV - The fourth candle in the Advent wreath, the candle of love,
will be lighted by the Goedde family.

Rev. David K. McMillar]
Pastor Emeritus

Lisa Faso

Office Manager December 21 Service of the Longest Night at 7:00 prmAdam will lead this

Carol Rozmiarek | service of reflection, compassion, and healing specially planned for those who find the
Financial Secretary | Advent and Christmas seasons difficult.

Leonard Robbins Christmas Eve
Church Custodian

December 245t Noon-6:000Live Nativity i OPC Parking Lotsee page (3) for more

information.

Inside This | ; FE ! . L) .
nside This isste December 24at 5:00- Christian Education will stage their first Zoom Pageant titled

o0Do Not Be Afraid. o All the children of
part of the pageant. The Charles/Brown family will light the Christ candle.

Messiah Sing
Chri st mas.3EpV
Fell owshi pég
Out r eac h.é.6té ¢ December 24t 9:00- Lessons and Carols. The traditional telling of the birth through
Chri st i a.n.5EMd scripture and music will be presented by Zoom.
Green Teamég
e
é

Financeéééép Christmas
Deaconsééééle December 27 Christmas |- The time to make a joyful noise and sing all those
Weekly Opportunities Christmas carols we loved Sunday worship at 10:30 am.
géééééée. . éép
January 3 Christmas Il - M istmas carols and guest preacher, Casey Thompson

Prayer and Care Team

ééééééee. . eép

Sr. Pastor of Wayne Pres Chr\ihSunday worship at 10:30 am.
2




Overbrook Presbyterian Church

CAS
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featuring

The Overbrook Quartet

Paul Fleckenstein, organist

Christopher Gage, conductor
and you!
a beloved Advent tradition continues

—

from many places, one in spirit and song

get info | find scores | tune in

www.overbrookpresb.ore/messiah

Sunday, December 6
5:00 p.m.

TheMessiah Singenters its twentysixth year, still going strong, featuring the Overbrook Quartet and organ-

i st Paul FIl eckenstein, along with arias and chor
will be just a little different andve need you to make itWisitklhww.overbrookpresb.org/messiain the day

of the event to tune into the livestream and download the musical score, prepared especially for us, to si
along.We are delighted our Quartet and Chris Gage will be able to come to you safely from our sanctuary, with the us
of our new audio/visual systemAlthough it might seem strange to sing on your own in front of your computer or
phone, know that you are adding your voice to the chorus of singers, scattered throughout the Philadelph
area and beyond, who are celebrating with you.
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CHRISTMAS EVE

| 9w9 L{ 2 ©bd blD{

Live Nativity - OPC will stage a Live Nativity in the church
parking lot on Christmas Eve from noon until 6:00 p.m. Max
Mason and Peter Seidel have started building the stable and
will be recruiting more carpenters to help. Rachel Carnahan
and Sharon Parker are making costumes. Walter the donkey
and his sheep and calf friends are looking forward to their trip
to Overbrook where they will be joined by a rotating cast of
costumed figures. Each hour, volunteer members of the
congregation will portray Mary, Joseph, shepherds, the inn-
keeper, an angel and villagers. We will adhere to all safety
guidelines and participants will be masked and distanced. If
conditions allow, there may be an opportunity to pet and take
photos with the animals.
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Our Family Service and Christmas Pageant will begin at 5:00 pm on Zoom. As stramge as
"’ = it sounds, the appropriately named oDjo N
> - virtual and will feature enthusiastic members of the Christian Education committee !

leading children, youth (and adults!) in a pageant to celebrate the birth of our Saviof! The
shepherds, angels, Mary and Joseph will be zooming to you wherever you are at 5:00 pm
l ! \ December 24. If you or your family are interested in participating in the pageant, plgase
A VIRTUAL head tohttps://tinyurl.com/y56p7Icc . Have questions? Contact Anthony
CHRISTMAS (anthony@overbrookpresb.org) or Becky (rebeccalazo@hotmail.com).
PAGEANT

\

<

Our Christmas Eve celebrations continue later in the evening with the Candlglight
- Service of Lessons and Carols at 9:00 pm. The service might look and feel differen
:‘ I but the soloists, choir members and Chris Gage are working together to produce
> ‘%‘ music and readings that will properly and joyously celebrate the birth of Christ

CANDLELIGHT SERVlCE
(/{7/ sbmas ( ,((
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FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH
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Calling all gingerbread makers and decorators to participate in a virtual gingerbread house
decorating contest! To get in on the fun, decorate a gingerbread -hoosemade or stor
bought- and enter it in one of several special categories for competition. Starting Degember
19, submit a photo of the house to our Community Facebooklpakdéo OPC Faceboq
+Imaking sure to include the name of the decorators and your category on an index cafd in the
photo or in your post.If you are unable to post your photo to Facebook, please emall it to
Karen Wong, (testawong@gmail.com) or the office at (office@overbrookpresb.org). ®ne en-
try per family. Deadline to enter is December 24. People can cast their vote for their[favorite
house by liking a photo. Voting closes December 27 and winners will be announced|at wor-
ship January 3. If you cannot find or bake your own house to decorate, please contact] Artia,
newlife5125@gmail.conf you would like a gluten free recipe to make your gingeryread
house, follow the attached linkslutenFreeGingerbreadHouseRecipe

Cateqories for Gingerbread Houses
Gumdrop house
Candy cane house
Houses decorated by children 9 and under
Homemade gingerbread house
Young adults
Multigenerational decorators

= ey

fl OPC'sRetired Person's Ministry is back in actiowla Zoom, RPM offers thougtgrovoking
presentations, good spirited discussions, and opportunities to remain conrehated this
time of distancing.

Please join us ddecember 18, from 1:02:00 PM,for a speciaholidayprogram,'/// Be Home
for Christmas!" Let's Zoomgather with OPC friends, sharing the sounds and traditions of fhe

season, as well as strategies for joyful, healthy celebrations. The RPM EIf will be reaching out
and inviting musicians, story tellers, and humorists to create an hour of RPM holiday de-
light. 'Tis the season to be (safe) and jolly...join us througbdhe fiolRKRMel'll be Home for

Christmas Link -Passcode: 192280 or join by phes&886658@&nd enter Meeting ID: 955 2474 7682

Donate to Pathways PA
'0'0‘.‘.". Over the past several years, we have supported Pathways PA through the Adopt A Family
.-?..-.".'.,.'0' Christmas gift donation program. This shelter is the only one in the region that is designdd to

:-;:tA& A e keep families and children together. This year we cannot provide gifts, due to Covid re-
% GO\ G ’05 strictions. We can provide them with the funds to purchase the things they need and create a

Q = N )
Pl QmiQ :..,0 safe Christmas for these families. To donate please follow the liDlowatePathwaysPA
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https://zoom.us/j/95524747682?pwd=RjArVkVGRU5tNzZiZVUzTi9EWTZ0dz09
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In Other News

What & New in Christian Ed? Beatitudes! Our thirty minute sessions are rich and
interactive, and aim to foster a sense of safe, loving

Update from the Christian Education Committee ~ COMmunity. In 2021, we look forward to releasing re-
Our full committee continues to meet monthly to di§ordings of our lessons for families who &attend
cuss ways to deliver engaging instruction, programgnday School live, and also distributing parent re-
and messages to children and youth during a pandeftrces for lesson enrichmentraime.

ic. No small task! With some creative animations for

Children& Messages and timely discussion topics fé§Puth Group _

youth; from what we can tell, we are managing wé&Aur Middle Schoplers have been gathering for Youth
during these physically distant times. While we deg3roup on the third or fourth Wednesdays of the
perately want to host ifperson events, the rise ifmonth at 6:00 PM. Wae been reading sections of
COVID cases in our area and new restrictions prohi#@mesLetter and uncovering insights about how to
its that at this time. Stay tuned for some creative ideS€ above trials and temptations. \We also taken a

as to continue to engage the children and suppdP@k at tools for self reflection, mindfulness, and cre-
their faith. ativediscovery.

By now yowe celebrated Thanksgiving and openggiydie Schoolers will meet for the final time in 2020
up that Advent ooenjgyihg ahdailp  frieghyy De¥efer 15th. ¥dooking forward
devotion, an_d_|f you have yc_)ung_people in your horﬂ?’having avirtual Christmas Pakiydldle Schoolers
youde exercising your creative side and making so 8 be able to pick up a few Christmas Treats at

UEMERS 1(E de_corate your home or give as gifspc prior to our gathering. For those who welext

ﬁlease also conS|de[)gett|.ng |n\éolved 80 rt]he Pageat jast gathering, you can expect a number of games
owever you are observing Advent, we hopedou, .\ ol as a netfli>’< U R )

able to take the time to be still and reflect on @od" party. y '

faithfulness and the promise of our Sa@dvirth in

just a few weeks.

1 -

Wishing you peace & joy this season,
Becky, Anthony, and the Christian Education Com-
mittee

Collegiate Luncheon
Children's and Youth Program Opportunitigsr High School Seniors and College Students

Chi | dMessadges: The members of OPC have been keeping you in pray-
Is your family interested in participating in a Chil- ~ er during this semester. We have watched you rise
drend Message storytelling? Slots are open beginnig§ove a number of challenges, and we are very proud
in January! Contact Trudy Sheau or Anthony Carrell@f you. In a few weeks, check your or your parent's

for additional details. email; the Congregational Life and Christian Educa-
tion Committees will be sending you a small holiday
Sunday School gift to celebrate your achievements this semester!

Sunday School is held on the second and third Sun-

days of each month over Zoom. We have watched Attached to our gift, you'll find an invitation for any
tendance and participation grow month after monttjigh School Senior, graduate, or college student to
and have seen our childirengagement deepen. Weather with us virtually onSunday, January 10th,
camh wait for our next lesson!Decembe® Sunday 2021. Together, we'll share a short virtual lunch,
School time will be used to teach about Advent aétch up, celebrate accomplishments, and invite your
rehearse the Christmas Pageant. We invite you to jéiput on several of OPC's projects. This is a-low
us on December 13th and 20th at 12:00 PM. Beginfiiggsure time to be with your community, share sto-
in January, Sunday School will begin teaching on Tigs and information, and celebrate the new year.
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Womends Support and Prayer |Gr ¢

Women's Support and Prayer Group

...and who among us deedrirayer and friendly peer support during ttess2Aaitiogportunity for shared
conversation, spirituasupport, good humor, and group prayeroffered every Tuesday at 7:30 A¥bu are
warmly invited to start your Tuesday mornings with a group of women for whom "Amamjtian ending,
but a hopeful beginning.

Please consider us to be your prayer partners. As we do each Sunday, all who gather on Tuesday will
with and for you. We encourage you to send us your requests ...and each will be faithfully lifted in
prayer. Prayer requests may be sent to Sharon Pagparker614@gmail.com

Our bench made from recyclptastic has been ordered and should arrive in a month or two. Thank you for bringing in
the 500 Ibs of clean soft plastic that made this bench possible! So far Overbrook has collected 109.6 Ibs towards earni
second bench. A great effort considering being in a pandemic. Christmas, with its afebuddle wrap and plastic

bags will give Overbrook members a renewed source of plastic to recycle!

Due to Covidl9, not all Giant, Acme, and Home Depot stores are currently collecting plasti€bags with your lo-

cal stores to see if they are currently participating. The Giant store in Wynnewood has doubled the amount of plasti
collection containers. Several Acme stores in our area also continue to have collection bins.

The following are soft plastics acceptable for recycling: grdusyg, bread bags, case overwrap, dry cleaning bags,
newspaper sleeves, ice bags, wood bags, pellet bags, ziplock bags, produce bags, bubble wrap, salt bags, and «
bagsAll materials must be clean, dry and free of food residue.

In order to have your donation count, please weigh the plastic at home and send in the weight (in Ibs]
to margenebiedermann@gmail.camretchenboger@gmail.cororkaswhalen@gmail.camWe will record the weight
and send it to the Trex Company for credit towards bench #2. Thank you for supporting this effort!

Finance Committee

As we shared in | ast monthds newsletter, our revised
factors:1) the loss of rental revenue, 2) property needs, and 3) personnel sWyipitetwe wereexpecting to run a def-

icit of $136,000 for 2020, we have not yet withdrawn any funds from the Endowment. W e believethat the generosity we

have seen from the congregation will reduce the amount that we will requirgtismBEndowmenthis year. So far, indi-
cations are positive.

This year we also received a PPP loan which covered the church staff payroll for a period of approximately 2.5 mont
The forgiveness application for this PPP loan was submitted earlier this month. We are hopeful that we will not have t
pay back any portion of the loan, which will also help reduce the amount needed from the Endowment.

When we reflect on all that has been accomplished this year to aid members of our local community, maintain our hi
toric building, pay our staff and generally weather the impacts of a pandemic, we are pleased edtinemtifinancial
situation. We realize that we are entering the new year with as many unknowns as we faced in 2020, and will do ou
best to predict the financial needs of the church in the next budget. If you are planning to give to OPC next year, w
would ask that you prayerfully consider and pledge the amount that you feel most comfortable giving, as the pledge
revenue is one piece of information that we can cons
helps.

We would like to wrap up the year with a big thank you to everyone in the congregation for your kindness and ongo
ing generosity, which continue to breathe life into our mission and ministry here at Overbrook Church.
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Deacons

Happy December Birthdays

Prayer List

12/2 Alllsop Kothari . 12/11 Alyge .Marsh 9 Sabrina Johnsondés siodpda

Caroline Kothari 12/13 Christine Stephens and double pneumonia.
12/3  Jim Stephens 12/16 Ameerah Skipper T Terri Hunt er 0O sinlaniwhdager] an
12/6  Karen Taussid.ux 12/17 Eva Wilson both suffering from COVIEL9.
12/7  Tyrone Frisby 12/18 Maya Mendoza 1 Ken Carroll recovering from cataract surgery,
12/8  Rebecca Rottinger  12/19 Andrew Paul 1 ﬂ::ﬁ;u:DZrinﬂl'?rr:Zf Ir?sose rayers for chronic
12/9 Adzo Gasonu 12/20 Bob Kaercher pain relief pray

Alice Lank 12/27 Anne Bezbatchenko]l ¢ BobKaer cher 8s brot her 8ls r
12/10 Margene Biedermann 12/29 ZeeAnn Mason went well, needs PT for a few months

12/31 Max Mason 1 Jackie McKeithan, familiyiend of

Artia Benjamin,is now in hospicecare
T Margaret Youngd6s son |Kei
medical treatment but ino longer on hospice
care.
T Chris Gageds parents, N a
f Lynn Pompa continued prayers are needed fo
medicalcomplications.

1 Mary Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is being

| hope everyone had a safe and Hdppy treated for colon cancand just started
<=3 Thanksgiving. | want to thank everyohe ~ chemotherapy. _
EHQQK# for their concern, love and prayers ol Theresa Carter is currently being treated for

§YOU. .. our family. Blessings, Margaret Younp tmu(rerfiﬂggﬁrti)r:i%sgancerand her

1 Amanda Benjamin is seeking employment afte

.

being recentlyaid off.
1 Kim Bridgford, friend of Holly Brigham, has

OPC Deacons passed away after battlirejage four breast
Overbrookds Dealfon@nce Prayersforhgrfamily gnd close friendg.
e ableteam who minister in myriad 1 Ca_rqllne Sklnner is facing health challenéssl
v ways. The Deacons are making tdle-  Waiting for a kidney, happy to get a shawl)
f,,l’,f‘fl” phone rounds to ensure contactid| 1 Dal e, friend of the Kups
uo made with every member of the test resultsand diagnosisf a current iliness.
649‘1/ } ‘ community and to check in on any Dale is a father of 3 children.

prayer or other needs. They help “]eﬂ JUdy Swartz prayers for continued healing.
sick, the homébound, the grieving]| T Al Mayne, father of Scott Mayne, has just

They celebrate milestones and completedcancettreatment and is recovering
birthdays. Please reach out for prayer requests or any ottjgr ~ from surgery.
question or concerreacons@overbrookpresb.@mTerri T Eric Longds father Billl
Hunter, teresahunter42@gmail.caon by phone, 484684 returned.
0247. 1 Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is
continuing treatment focancer.
Spiritual Support 1 Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health

Pastor Adam Hearlson is available via phone, email and 3pom challenges. He grateful for all the prayers.

for o0face to faced conver dlations duri n% this chall]l en
His email imdam@overbrookpresb.omr you can reach ou Please contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@g#nail.cor
via the church phone 28772744 and he will return the or the Church Office to add names to the praygr list.

message.
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Weekly Opportunities

sTuesday Womends Prayer & S a.

§ Wednesday Morning Bible Stuéyl0:30 am =

§ Thursday Vigil for Racial Justice, 2:00 {bdusk THURSDAY VIGIL

s§Saturday Morning Mends0 Gr ¢ N

For more information or links to these opportunities please vis - BV

our website atvww.overbrookpresb.org fror

eh otr0

mor n

Prayer and Care Team |

The Prayer and Care Team inviy®sl to allow us...

Prayer and Care Team Invitations

...to serve YOUIf you are in need of food assistadoeng thesechallenging times, either due to medical precautions
or financial need, please let us know and we will deliver Prayer and Care groceries to yoHdwni®g contains meal
support for 34 days, and includes fresh produce, meat and dairy products, as well as eadneatkaged foods:or
those who prefer to make their own food selections, grocamys can be providedince March, over 320 grocery de-
liveries have been made, and numerous grocery cards have been pivededgifts are freely given, made possible by
generous contributions to the OPC Emergency Fund.

...to welcome YOUH you are looking for an areapsfrsonal ministry during this time of separation, please know that
the Prayer and Care Team welcomes you to serve witRaliewing the guidelinesf the CDC and the City of Phila-
delphia, we provide independent opportunities to maintain phone contact with recipients, shop, deliver groceries to
doorsteps, and offer ongoing prayer for those in need.

If you would like to receive a delivery, make a delivery possible for others, or volunteer to be part of the Prayer and Ca
Team, please contact Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com; home phef82-B628)

Blessings to all, The Prayer and Care Team

Prayer and Care Holiday Food Ministry

OPCTurkey Trot: On November 21, ten Thanksgiving turkeys and bags of "fixilegs'out of the building and landed
on the doorstep of welcoming familiesbundant appreciation goes to all of tii@PC shoppers, packers, donors, and
trotters who made "the trot" possible.

OPCHam-ble on Down the RoadLet's continue to put our "grocery points" to good uleglou find your household is
accumulatingenough points for a free ham or a free turkey that you don't need, please let the Prayer and Care Team
know and we will find a good home for those delicacigkewise, if you wouldike to adopt a turkey or ham holiday
meal...let us knowWe deliver! The Prayer and Care Team will "héale on down the road" during the week of Decem-
ber 20.Please contact Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com; home phe882-26Z8) with donations and re-

quests.

Emergency Fund

The OPC Emergency Fund remains available for those in our community experiencing acute financial
>$*§ needs. Over the past several months, we have been able to help defray the costs of rent, car repairs, utili

bills and other essential living expenses.

To reach the Emergency Fund, enaitlergencyfund@overbrookpresb.oYgu can also call the main

church number, 218772744, to leave a message. Or contact any member of the Emergency Fund
committee: Nancy Gilhool, Will Schick, Herb Brabham, Sharon Parker or Pastor Adam Hearlson.
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