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Letter from our Pastor 

It is an occupational hazard of being a minister that you think too much about the 
future. It is my hope and prayer that the work we do today will strengthen the 
church so that it can be handed to the next generation-- just as it was handed to us. 
In a time of anxiety like today, I spend time gaming solutions for problems we don’t 
have. Thinking about ministries that don’t yet exist. Trying to meet the challenges 
that have not yet arrived. I really want to know where God is leading us. I’d love a 
map that shows exactly how to follow God’s plan. I want an Ikea instructional man-
ual that shows clearly how to sustain a church in a pandemic. I have searched my li-
brary and have found no map.  
 
Years ago, a friend of mine was agonizing over a decision. A big one. One that would 
require a new place, a new identity, and a new community. So she prayed and prayed 
about this decision and used all the spiritual tools she had to try and make this deci-
sion. Finally, when she felt totally stuck, she called her pastor. In the pastor’s office, 
tears filled her eyes, “Which way should I go?” My friend wanted a road map. She 
was so scared of making the wrong decision, of going down the wrong road. Her 
conception of God was such that if she went down the wrong road, she would miss 
God’s good plan for her life. Her pastor looked at her with tenderness and said, “All 
roads are God’s road. The road away from home and road to home belong to God. 
And on these roads, God will not abandon you.” 
 
This is the daily reminder of our moment, “All roads are God’s road.” The good news 
of the gospel is that there is no road where God cannot find you. No road where God 
cannot route you to grace. No road that is a dead-end. The good news of the gospel 
is  that God will do more than make a path for us-- God will travel on those paths 
with us.  
 
Yogi Berra, the Yankees player and manager, once said “When you come to the fork 
in the road, take it.” There is more wisdom in this comment that I think we know.  If 
all roads are God’s roads, all filled with grace, with opportunity, and with potential, 
then the next fork won’t stop us up short, but will be another chance to affirm the 
faithfulness of our traveling partner. Wherever we have been and wherever we are 
going; whatever we have done and whatever the future holds, God is with us. And if 
God is with us, let our next step be a bold one.    
 
-Adam 
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Support during these difficult times 

Prayer and Care Team Invitations 

 

The Prayer and Care team invites you to allow us... 
 

...to serve you!   If you are in need of food assistance during these challenging times, due to medical precautions 
or financial need, please know that we will gladly deliver Prayer and Care groceries to your home.  Each bag contains 
meal support for 3-4 days and includes fresh produce, meat and dairy products, as well as canned and packaged 
foods.  Deliveries can be scheduled weekly, twice a month, or occasionally, as needed.  For those who prefer to make 
their own food selections, grocery cards can be provided.  Doorstep deliveries are made each Thursday, between 1:15-
2:30 PM.  Since March, approximately 280 household deliveries of groceries, and shopping cards have been prayerfully 
made...each a gift, freely given.  The Prayer and Care ministry is supported by the Emergency Fund. 
 

...to welcome you!  If you are looking for an area of personal ministry during this time of separation, please know that 
the Prayer and Care Team welcomes you to serve with us!  Following CDC guidelines, we offer independent, or small 
cluster (2-3 persons) volunteer opportunities.  Independent opportunities include: telephone scheduling, driving, shop-
ping, and offering prayer for our recipients and volunteers.. Small clusters of volunteers stock the kitchen each Tuesday 
and pack the bags on Thursday. 
 

If you would like to receive a delivery, or make a delivery possible for others, please contact Sharon Parker 
(sparker614@gmail.com; home:267-292-5628). Currently, the Prayer and Care Team is welcoming contributions of gar-
den produce and reusable market bags.  If you have bags or produce to share with us, please contact Sharon 
(sparker614@gmail.com) or  Karen Wong (testawong@gmail.com), and we'll be happy to arrange for pick-up. 
 

Blessings to all... 
 

The Prayer and Care Team 

 

 

Emergency Fund 

An Emergency Fund has been established to respond to the acute financial needs of members 
of our community. Within the first couple of weeks, the fund has been able to help defray the 
costs of rent, car repairs, utility bills and other essential living expenses. A committee has been 
established to administer this fund. Those members include: Nancy Gilhool, Will Schick, Herb 
Brabham, Sharon Parker and Bill Baker, as well as Pastor Adam Hearlson.  
 

To reach the Emergency Fund, a special email has been established: emergencyfund@overbrookpresb.org 
You can also call the main church number 215-877-2744 to leave a message to be returned, or contact any member di-
rectly.  
 

 
OPC Deacons  

Overbrook’s Deacons are a remarkable team who minister in myriad ways. The Deacons are making telephone rounds to 
ensure contact is made with every member of the community and to check in on any prayer or other needs. They help 
the sick, the home-bound, the grieving. They celebrate milestones and birthdays. Please reach out for prayer requests or 
any other question or concern. deacons@overbrookpresb.org or Terri Hunter, teresahunter42@gmail.com or by phone, 
484-684-0247.  
 
Spiritual Support 

Pastor Adam Hearlson is available via phone, email and Zoom for “face to face” conversations during this challenging 
time. His email is adam@overbrookpresb.org, or you can reach out via the church phone 215-877-2744 and he will re-
turn the message. 
 

 

mailto:emergencyfund@overbrookpresb.org
mailto:deacons@overbrookpresb.org
mailto:teresahunter42@gmail.com
mailto:adam@overbrookpresb.org


Page 3 Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

Worship and Music 

From our Director of Music…. 

Fall is finally here! Not even Covid-19 can diminish the excitement of Fall at Overbrook. 
  

On October 4 in our 10:30 a.m. zoom worship, Overbrook will celebrate World Com-
munion Sunday with Christians around the world.  This is such a special service at 
Overbrook because it is the perfect opportunity for our brothers and sisters whose 
families more recently emigrated to the United States to join us in leading worship in 
their native language. In worship we will hear prayers and scripture in French, Ger-
man, Ewe, Kannanda, Mandarin Twi, and other languages and dialects. Maybe some 
of us will wear the dress of our native lands.  
 
 

 
 
On the afternoon of October 4 at 4:00 p.m. outside in the yard, there will be 
a service of the Blessing of the Animals.  Yes, you read it correctly.  We will 
be outside together with our pets. There will be a brief liturgy, an explana-
tion of the day (it is the birthday of St. Francis of Assisi), we will pray the 
prayer of St. Francis, and each animal will be blessed.  We will be socially 
distanced and everyone, except the animals, will wear masks. 
 

 
 
On October 25 we will celebrate Heritage Sunday, the day when we recognize 
the five-year anniversaries of those who have been members of OPC for 25 years 
or more. 
 
 

 
Finally, Covid-19 cannot subdue Advent at Overbrook.  Planning is underway and, yes, the rumors you heard 
are true.  There will be a live nativity with live animals.  Watch for further details. 
 
-Eileen Wiggins 

Finding Our “Normal” 

At one point or another over the past few months, we have all heard the phrase “the new nor-
mal,” referring to schools, businesses, or any number of other aspects of life. But I prefer to think 
of “normal” as more flexible than simply “old” and “new”; to me, it is the result of adapting to the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves, a day-to-day recentering. 

At Overbrook, our current “normal” brings us many blessings. In addition to our continued ability to hear members of 
the Overbrook Quartet on a weekly basis, we have seen abundant generosity in the sharing of musical gifts by members 
of our congregation. I would like to thank those who have participated musically in worship so far: Brad and Margene 
Biedermann; Aria, Victor, and Zubin Fiorillo; Max and ZeeAnn Mason; Johnny May; Elizabeth Mendoza; and Claire and 
Rachael Underwood have all made wonderful contributions to our Sunday worship. 

Could you be next? If you feel called to offer your musical gifts, please contact me at music@overbrookpresb.org. We 
would love to include you! 

-Chris Gage 
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Christian Education 

 

Greetings learners and parents!  If you’ve been tuning into 
Sunday worship and reading your emails, you know that 
the Christian Education Committee has been busy. We 
have three new subcommittees hard at work planning 
Sunday School, preparing for Special Events, and managing 
Communications.  
 

Sunday School 
Remote Sunday School is off to a 
good start! On the second and third 
weeks of the month, we are pre-
senting a Bible story told in two 
parts. September’s theme was titled 
The Good Shepherd, where students 
interacted with two iconic shepherd 
stories from the New Testament 
(Luke 15:3, and John 10). Together 
we learned that not only is Jesus 
our shepherd who finds and guides 

us, but that we might also be shepherds, leading after Jesus’ 
example. 14 families (and several adults!) joined us for this 
remote learning opportunity, and Anthony & Trudy Sheau 
led the lessons.  Join us next month on October 11 and 18th as 
we explore how Jesus Feeds the 5,000.  We are exploring 
the possibility of offering materials for this session, and 
updates will be made available as soon as we know more.  
 

 
MS and HS Youth Groups 
Remote Youth Group is underway as 
well! Anthony gathered with the high 
school students on September 15, and 
will meet with middle school stu-
dents on September 22. A large group 
meeting scheduled for September 29. 
This schedule will continue through-

out the year. Everyone is studying James’ Letter, and aim-
ing to plan service projects and a group mission trip.  
 

 
IRL Gatherings  
And before you worry 
that the kids won’t have 
a chance for any face-to-
face time (not to be con-
fused with Facetime on iOS!), 
there are plans in the 
works! We would like all 
children and youth to 
have opportunities for 

gathering for fun and fellowship, and for some service 

projects to help those in need in the community. Those 
plans will be announced once details are sorted out. As 
always, children and youth are invited to stand with us 
every Thursday between 3:30 and 6:30 for the Anti-
Racist Vigil at Overbrook.  

 
 

Children’s Messages 
The weekly Children’s Message on Sundays have been a 
wonderful way to learn about God and each other. Any-
one is invited to collaborate on a message with Anthony! 
Might that be you? Reach-out to Trudy Sheau or Antho-
ny to arrange your debut today.  
 
 
It’s a pretty exciting list of things we have going on, 
right? Big kids, little kids, service projects, in-person 
gatherings (fingers crossed) as well as plenty of opportu-
nities for virtual gatherings. What’s missing? Could it be 
YOU? We would love to hear from you if you are feeling 
called to participate in one of these aspects of Christian 
Education. We are welcoming seasoned educators, car-
ing parents, young adults… anyone with a passion for 
sharing the love of God with the youth in our church 
family. If you’re interested, please contact Becky 
( r e b e c c a l a z o @ h o t m a i l . c o m )  o r  A n t h o n y 
(anthony@overbrookpresb.org).   
 

mailto:rebeccalazo@hotmail.com
mailto:anthony@overbrookpresb.org
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Emergency Fund 

OPC Covid-19 Emergency Fund: an opportunity for ministry 
 
In March, as the OPC Prayer and Care Team began making grocery deliveries to OPC members at high risk for Covid-19, 
it wasn't envisioned that the pandemic would still be part of our lives 280 grocery deliveries and six months later.  In 
April, when the OPC Covid-19 Emergency Fund was initiated, the scope and duration of emerging need could not have 
been anticipated. Both initiatives were leaps of faith; both efforts were working collaboratively to address the needs of 
the families of Overbrook.  
 
The generosity of our congregation was abundant, as were the needs of people.  We were blessed to receive donations 
totaling $47,588.20. To date, $36,803.26 has been dispersed to defray the costs of housing, medical expenses, food, and 
transportation for members of our Overbrook family.  Recent disbursements have been approximately $7,000.00 per 
month, and absent further donations, the remaining fund balance could soon be depleted.  The financial impact of the 
pandemic may well outlive the available funds. 
 
In establishing the Covid-19 Emergency Fund and the  Prayer and Care food ministry, leaps of faith were taken, and 
prayers were answered. We remain grateful to God and to the generous OPC contributors for every gift received.  Each 
contribution has been a blessing to those in need.   We remain prayerful that additional blessings will be realized.   
 
May God be with us as we consider this opportunity for ministry.   To make a contribution to the OPC Covid-19 Emer-
gency Fund please go to the following link http://www.overbrookpresb.org/giving.php.  Checks may be made payable 
to Overbrook Presbyterian Church, with Emergency Fund written on the notation line.   
 
Grace and blessings, 
The OPC Emergency Fund Committee 

 
 

Taste of Overbrook Takes on a New TUNE  
 
TASTE of Overbrook, as held in the past, is not the best fit in this time of the Covid 
virus. So the stewardship committee is restructuring this year and will host TUNES 
of Overbrook 2020. Tunes of Overbrook will showcase the many musical talents of 
the congregation—musicians, singers, music fans.   
 
SAVE THE DATE to join us via Zoom on Saturday, November 14 at 7:00.   
 

As part of the fun and in keeping with Taste of O tradition, we encourage everyone to contribute a family recipe for in-
clusion in a new OPC Cookbook. The cookbook will be available the week before the Tunes of Overbrook so if you want 
to prepare something from your cultural heritage or from someone else’s, you can cook it and we can all share a bite 
“together” via Zoom.  
 
Taste of O was our major fundraiser of the year for the past several years. This year will be different. After a decade of 
service, we are relieving Nancy Gilhool of her duty as Taste of O auction coordinator. Rather than ticket sales and an 
auction, our goal is to raise 100 donations of $100 each. OPC members and friends will have the opportunity to “Buy a 
Piece of the Pie” for a $100 or “bites" of the pie for amounts below $100. We also encourage you to dedicate your dona-
tion "in memory" of someone in your life or the church, or in celebration of someone in our community.  Proceeds will be 
applied to the $25,000 sanctuary AV project that will allow us to continue broadcasting world class worship services 
after services resume from the pulpit.  
 
Keep an ear out for details. We will need singers, musicians, recipe donors, and pie enthusiasts. Let's have some fun! 

Tunes of 

Overbrook 

Saturday, 

November 14, 2020 

7:00-Zoom 

http://www.overbrookpresb.org/giving.php
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Community Building 

Retired Persons Ministry:  RPM is back in action! 
 
Although we can't all meet in person...we can stay connected.  Let's get out our phones, or gather around our com-
puters, for a special RPM discussion in October.   
 
"Living Through a Pandemic: The Power of Patience"   Friday, October 16, 1:00-2:00 PM 
 
Join us as Pat Dillon leads a zoom discussion on ways in which senior adults are coping with life during a pandem-
ic. In addition to hearing the current research, we will have a "virtual swap meet" of suggestions and personal  best 
practices discovered during this challenging time.  BYO your stories of sturdiness and resilience.  Use the follow-
ing zoom link to join the program  Zoom Link for RPM  or join by phone at 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID: 
966 2910 0832. If prompted, enter Passcode: 407296 It will be wonderful to see friendly faces and hear familiar 
voices again!  
 
 
Kindred Spirits: The RPM Cafe Home Edition 
 
In the spirit of pandemic possibilities, Kindred Spirits was born.  A seasonal newsletter written for and by OPC sen-
iors, Kindred Spirits brings you the "Home Edition of RPM Cafe"...conversations, musings, idle thoughts, inspiration, 
and memories in print.  Ideas for a mid-winter edition are already swirling. Please consider joining the writing 
team.  It's never too late to grab a pen, or clutch a keyboard, and shout  "an author is born!"  Please send your 
thoughts, questions, and contributions to Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com).   To enjoy the recent edition of 
Kindred Spirits, click here Kindred Spirits Newsletter  

Until the time we can all gather together, we are thinking creatively about new ways we can safely continue to foster 
fellowship and faith. This is your invitation to join a small group gathering. Below are details on the first four opportuni-
ties, and there will be more to come. 
A few things to keep in mind: 

 These will be outdoors, with participants sitting safely distanced and wearing masks. 
 Some hosts may offer food or drink; others may not. Some participants may want to partake; others may not. 

Please do whatever is most comfortable for you. 
  More specific details will be sent to participants who register based on the location. 
 Hosts will receive a reading and some questions that may help spark conversation and encourage sharing. These 

will also be shared with the broader community, so you can feel connected even if you cannot or choose not 
to participate in small groups. Please let the discussions flow as the spirit moves you. There are no "rules" for how 
these gatherings should proceed from a sharing perspective. 

 
Thank you for your patience and participation, as this is new we are learning as we go. Here is the sign-up. OPC Small 
Gathering Sign Up.  Next opportunity is: 
 

 Saturday, Oct. 3, 2-4 p.m. at the Philadelphia home of Tom Lank and Gretchen Boger, located not far from OPC.   
 

Please be sure to use the above link to sign-up so we can stay on top of numbers and the times/days in most demand. 
More options to come!   Reach out if you have any questions or would like to host. 
 
If you have any trouble, feel free to email or call: Karen Wong, testawong@gmail.com, 617-699-3727 

Small Group Gatherings 

https://tinyurl.com/y5q2ptb6
mailto:sparker614@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y42eywro
https://tinyurl.com/y5yn8pax
https://tinyurl.com/y5yn8pax
mailto:testawong@gmail.com
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Even in a pandemic, the church continues to strengthen its ministries. I am excited to announce that OPC has 
created a new Parish Care Associate role to support and grow our pastoral care offerings in the church. The 
Parish Care Associate is a voluntary role that will focus on providing more thoughtful and regular pastoral 
care to our congregation, in addition to the care given by the deacons and the pastor. The PCA will also pro-
vide regular visitation to our homebound and sick, support a more robust prayer ministry, and provide spir-
itual direction for those in times of need.  
 
The session has recognized that Sharon Parker has the requisite skills to pioneer this position and see to the 
flourishing of the care and prayer ministry of the church. She has exhibited every gift necessary for pastoral 
leadership and, at this stage of her ministry, deserves not just recognition for the gifts God has given her, but a 
field in which to tend God’s harvest. Sharon's deep familiarity with the work and needs of the congregation, 
and her pastoral and leadership gifts demonstrated by, among others, work as Head of Staff, Director of Chris-
tian Education, creator of Retired Persons’ Ministry, and creator of Prayer and Care Ministry (among others) 
have shown that she is a competent minister. These current qualifications will also be supplemented 
with further training in a pastoral care/spiritual direction certificate program in a nearby theological school.  
 
Sharon has graciously accepted our offer to lead this ministry, writing,  "Throughout our lives, the Lord sur-
prises us with unique opportunities for ministry, while also giving us the strength and spirit to respond to the 
call. While I have had many rewarding and unexpected vocational adventures, I have continued to pray for 
the opportunity to provide pastoral care...someday. That day has come. With strength, spirit, and excitement, 
I look forward to serving Overbrook with a ministry of presence. May the Lord bless and guide each of us as 
begin this unique journey."   
 
We now move into new territory where we grow and widen the pastoral ministry of the church. I am grateful 
to do this alongside Sharon, our deacons, our elders, and you, the ministers of this church. Will you please 
congratulate Sharon on this new role, and will you continue to pray for her as she develops the scope of this 
ministry. Praise be to God that this church is blessed with such gifts.  



Deacons 

Prayer List 

 The family and friends of Leonard Sloan on the 
recent death of Leonard.  

 Lynn Pompa is in need of continued prayers for 
medical complications. 

 Mary Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is being 
treated for colon cancer and just started 
chemotherapy. 

 Theresa Carter is currently being treated for 
metastatic breast cancer and her tumor is 
shrinking. 

 Amanda Benjamin is seeking employment after 
being recently laid off. 

 Kim Bridgford, friend of Holly Brigham, has 
passed away after battling stage four breast 
cancer. Prayers for her family and close friends. 

 Caroline Skinner is facing health challenges. 

 Dale, friend of the Kupstas’s family, is awaiting 
test results and diagnosis of a current illness.  
Dale is a father of 3 children.  

 Margaret Young’s son Keith’s on hospice care at 
home.  Prayers for the Keith and the family. 

 Judy Swartz prayers for continued healing.   

 Al Mayne, father of Scott Mayne, has just 
completed cancer treatment and is recovering 
from surgery. 

  Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has 
returned. 

 Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is 
continuing treatment for cancer.  

 Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health 
challenges. He is grateful for all the prayers. 

 

Pease contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@gmail.com) 
or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list. 
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10/1 Elizabeth Bouzarth 10/14  Alan Wilson 

 Johanna Gosfield 10/16 Jane Rozmiarek 

10/3 Hannah Lazo   Lisa Faso 

 Diana Sigler  10/17 Steven Kaercher 

10/4 Claire Underwood 10/19 Jackson Ziemba 

10/5 Rebecca Winkler 10/22 Keith Young  

10/7 Edwin Beausoleil 10/23 Donya Coldwell 

10/8 Emily Amerman  Cayleigh Sneed 

10/9 Amanda Duckworth 10/25 Park Mayne 

10/11 Don Carver  10/27 Nieve Clifford 

10/12 Matthew Henry 10/28 Marita Patino-Treat 

 Serena Hunter  10/29 Henry Baker 

 Kim McDaniels   CJ VonAndrea 

10/13 Siarra Cummings 

 Saronn Cummings 

 Jack Marshall 

  

Happy October Birthdays 

Election Day is November 

3, 2020. Are you registered? 

Do you know where you will 

vote, or how to request a mail

-in ballot? There’s still time 

for all of these things. Please 

visit www.votespa.com. For 

some of you, your polling 

place is OPC, which will be 

open for voting! 

http://www.votespa.com/


 
 

OPC has two different Facebook pages. 
 

The "Overbrook Presbyterian Church Community" page is a closed group on Face-
book.  This is a private page and posts here will only be seen by members of the group

--not by the public.  This page is a closed group where we can share photos and prayer concerns in private and it will 
only be seen by OPC members and friends that have been approved by the page administrators and not by the public.  
Page administrators  are OPC members.   This is a great way to stay connected during this time apart.   

The other page is simply "Overbrook Presbyterian Church".  This is the Official and public church page that announces 
church events, activities, and services.  This page is what potential visitors will see when they check us out on the inter-
net.  We encourage all OPC members and friends to “like” the public facing Overbrook page.  Be sure you're looking at 
the Overbrook Presbyterian Church page for the one in Philadelphia, not the ones in Richmond, Gaffney, or Columbus. 

 

Realm is OPC’s online community database which allows us to communicate with each other, an 

online directory of members/friends, members can check their giving statements online.  If you have 

not joined yet please let Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org) or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org) 

and we will gladly send you an invite.  If you are a member on Realm don’t forget to  keep your infor-

mation up to date, such as phone number, email address, birthday, etc.  Any questions, see Lisa or Carol   

If you are not on Realm and would like an updated printed directory, please let Carol or Lisa know and we will gladly 

mail one out to you.  

Communication 

Weekly Online Opportunities 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study- 10:30 am via Zoom 
Bible Study continues through the summer! Even though we can't gather in body, we can gather online! Adam will be 
holding the weekly Wednesday Bible Study on ZOOM for everyone who is interested as long as we are separated. The 
study will begin at 10:30am.  

 
 After Bible study, we will have a time to pray with each other support each other in the midst of separation.  
Here is the link for ZOOM. It will work each week, so keep using it.  
https://zoom.us/j/659964984 
 
You can also call into the study using these number:  +1 646 558 8656 -  Meeting ID: 659 964 984 
 
Women’s Prayer & Support Group 

The women of Overbrook come together on Zoom for some prayer, connection, and support. 

TUESDAYS at 7:30 AM: Click here to join on Zoom or to join by phone, dial 646-558-8656 and enter  
Meeting ID: 973 5978 0682. If you'd like to lead a Tuesday morning session, click here to sign up to lead. 
 

THURSDAYS at 8:00 PM: Click here to join on Zoom or call 646-558-8656 and  enter Meeting ID: 958 2973 9000. If 
you'd like to lead a Thursday session, click here to sign up to lead. 

 
Saturday Morning Men’s Group  

Join us every Saturday morning  at 9 AM on Zoom.  

Open to all—invite a friend! 

Click to Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/209922549 
Or call 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID: 209 922 549 

https://zoom.us/j/659964984
https://zoom.us/j/659964984
https://zoom.us/j/97359780682
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040948a9ac29ab9-opcwomens
https://zoom.us/j/95829739000
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040948a9ac29ab9-opcwomens1
https://zoom.us/j/209922549

